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Model Biographies
Introducing our wonderful models who 

tell us about themselves and their worst fashion faux pas!

Chris Jackson, 71 

My name is Chris Jackson – 

the male of the species – from 

Leeds. I’m a retired social 

worker with two children. 1998 

was my nemesis. A hard nipple 

led me to a mammogram, a 

mastectomy, chemotherapy, 

radiotherapy, and, eventually, 

to Breast Cancer Care. 

Through them I had a very 

emotional meeting with the 

to who had breast cancer. 

I applied for The Show to 

support the women, for 

who the loss of a breast can 

be the end of the world as 

they know it. 

Fashion faux pas: as a 

teenager at a youth hostel, 

I ended up in the girl’s 

dormitory in my 

pyjamas. I dropped my 

map and it was returned to 

me the following day by a couple 

of girls fully clothed but wearing the 

broadest grins I have ever seen.

Selina John, 29

I live in Rochester and was 

diagnosed with breast 

cancer in June, 2011. It was 

a complete and utter 

shock and I felt like my 

world had fallen apart 

within moments. I 

couldn’t believe I had 

breast cancer at 28! 

I had been with my 

boyfriend a matter 

of months when I was 

told, but with strength, 

love and determination 

we got through it. Being 

part of this amazing 

show enables me to help 

raise awareness in younger 

women and hopefully prove 

to everyone that there really 

is life after breast cancer! My 

life has changed but I take 

many positives from my 

experience, this show being 

one of them. 

Fashion faux pas: a pair of 

snakeskin pink trousers when I was 18. OMG!!!

Dee Momi, 31 

I was diagnosed in November 

2011 aged 30. I applied to model 

in The Show upon realising I 

needed something at the end 

of my treatment to look 

forward to and (hopefully) 

inspire other young 

women. I was inspired by 

my mother who died from 

breast cancer aged 37. 

I’d previously volunteered at 

The Show and raised funds 

for cancer charities over 

the years. I hope to use this 

experience to highlight the 

importance of genetic testing 

and pioneering innovative 

screening methods. I also 

designer threads and raise 

money for a fantastic charity so 

what’s not to like? 

Fashion faux pas: as a teenager I had 

a pair of pink and orange trainers and 

instead of laces they had a dial which tightened 

them. They were really tacky! 

Henrietta Lovell, 41  

My name is Henrietta Lovell and 

I live in London where I run 

the Rare Tea Company. I was 

diagnosed with breast cancer 

when I was 33 within weeks of 

starting my own company. 

You might imagine that 

this was bad timing, but 

having something to 

focus on beyond 

the cancer and 

treatment was 

actually very positive. I 

went to The Show last year 

and was so inspired by the 

men and women taking part. 

It was a wonderful evening and 

Breast Cancer Care helped me 

so much when I really needed it - 

I wanted to get involved. 

Fashion faux pas:

socks in the 80s. I was very 

young but it does now seem 

inexcusable. 

Michelle Ross, 26 

I’m Michelle Ross I live in 

Wigan, Lancashire with my 

husband and two children 

Jayden, 4 and Ava, 2.

I was diagnosed with 

breast cancer in August 

2011. I applied for The 

Show after going 

through a mastectomy 

and chemotherapy. 

I was proud of my body 

and how well I was 

and wanted to share 

that with others as well 

as raising awareness 

of breast cancer in 

younger women. 

Fashion faux pas: the lime 

green bubble jacket with 

matching trainers and bag I 

had when I was at school. You 

couldn’t miss me! 

Diana Walker, 57

I am Diana Walker and I live in 

Lincolnshire. I was diagnosed 

with breast cancer in December 

2003. The news was devastating, 

but family support got me 

through a long year of 

treatment. Two months 

into my treatment I was 

feeling low and incredibly 

unwell, however, news 

grandchild was due. With 

this I was determined to 

had hope. The Show is a 

great way to show people 

with breast cancer that life 

goes on and how we should 

appreciate everything in life. 

Fashion faux pas: I love fashion 

and through life tried to keep 

up with trends, although looking 

back, perhaps the mini skirts, 

hot pants and platform shoes, 

might have been a mistake!

Doug Harper, 50 

I’m Doug from London; father of 

was a printer for 31 years before 

being made redundant. I was 

diagnosed with breast 

cancer earlier this year, 

three days before my 

50th birthday; until 

then I didn’t know that 

men could get it. I’m 

now helping to raise 

awareness of breast 

cancer in men, not least 

through my log ‘One of 

300 Men’. The Show is a 

wonderful opportunity 

to display that we are still 

beautiful people and that 

we do not take this disease 

lying down. 

Fashion faux pas: I was 

shirts with big collars at 

least eight years after they 

were a no-no; clearly I am in 

need of some fashion help!

Fiona Gunn, 53

My name is Fiona Gunn and I 

live near Sidmouth in Devon. 

year milestone, following my 

diagnosis in May 2007. I 

applied to be in The Show 

a silver lining to the dark 

days of chemotherapy and 

beyond. This inspirational 

show will surely provide 

this as I step widely out of 

my comfort zone and live 

for the moment! There is 

life after breast cancer and I 

want to encourage others and 

help fundraise for a charity 

which is such a great source of 

information and support. 

Fashion faux pas: a terrible pair 

of heavy tortoiseshell glasses 

which led to teasing at school 

and only reinforced my desire 

for contact lenses!

Theresa Buckley, 55 

My name is Theresa Buckley and 

I was diagnosed with breast 

cancer in April 2011. It hit me 

like a bolt of lightning with 

no signs or symptoms. It 

was found on a routine 

mammogram. The last 

12 months have been 

like a rollercoaster 

ride and treatment 

has been very tough. 

I attended The Show 

as a guest last year and 

seeing the models, all at 

different stages of their 

journey, looking beautiful, 

me to see a light at the end of 

the dark tunnel. I would like to 

be able to inspire other people 

Fashion faux pas: not an item 

of clothing but a hairstyle I had 

in 1977 – looking back it makes me 

cringe, but at the time I thought I 

was the bee’s knees.

Clare Laws, 36  

My name’s Clare Laws. I’m 36, 

live in Brixton, London and 

work at the Natural History 

Museum. I was living in Spain 

when I was diagnosed 

with breast cancer in 

2006 age 29. My 

diagnosis was 

a shock even 

though there is a 

genetic link to breast 

cancer in our family and 

I lost my mum in 1998. I 

moved back to London 

in 2007 and love being 

close to my family. 

This year I have had 

reconstruction following 

my mastectomy and 

wanted to be in The Show 

to help others who may be 

having similar surgery. 

Fashion faux pas: the summer 

I spent in a bizarre assortment 

of pastel mini-dresses – it was 

the 90s!

Frances Dean, 47 

My name is Frances Dean. I’m 

a wife, mum to twin boys of 14 

and step-mum to two more. 

breast cancer in 1999 but 

recovered and carried on 

with life until 2009 - when 

I was devastated to be 

told that it had returned 

and spread to my lungs, 

(secondary breast 

cancer). I am living life to 

the full and celebrating 

at every opportunity. The 

Show is one way of doing 

that, so I am delighted 

to be a model to show 

that even when ‘living with 

secondary breast cancer’, 

you can carry on. Thank you 

to Breast Cancer Care for 

being there throughout my 

diagnoses and for giving me 

this fab opportunity.

Fashion faux pas: back in the 80s I had a bright 

pink jumpsuit.

Ismena Clout, 38 

My name is Ismena and I live in 

Wimbledon. I was diagnosed 

with primary breast cancer 

in June 2004 at 29 and my 

secondary breast cancer 

diagnosis was in December 

2010. The cancer returned 

in my liver, bones and 

lungs but with the amazing 

care I have had from my 

medical team I am now 

in remission. This fashion 

show means so much to 

me as all the treatments, 

operations and body changes 

mean I no longer look at myself 

the same way. Just being selected 

has started to change things and 

I’m taking pride in my appearance 

again. I can’t wait to strut my stuff 

down the catwalk and show the 

world how beautiful I can be.

Fashion faux pas:  bright yellow 

leggings with large white spots and 

matching polo shirt. It was 1987 

and I was 13.
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Mandy Meeks,39

My name is Mandy and I am just 

starting my third year studying 

to be a nurse. I was diagnosed 

on 2 June 2009, a day etched 

in my mind forever. I was 

36 years old and three 

weeks into my nursing 

course when I had to 

stop for over a year to 

have treatment. I applied 

to The Show because the 

trauma of having to have a 

mastectomy was devastating 

and greatly affected my 

(a childhood dream) will be 

magical. I live for every new 

adventure because who knows 

what is around the corner. 

Fashion faux pas: I sometimes 

feel like I have no idea how to 

make the best of my body 

shape and so every day is a 

potential faux pas!

Kelly Short, 37 

I was diagnosed with breast cancer 

in 2006. Following treatment I 

was left emotionally shattered. 

I felt as if I had been mutilated 

following my mastectomy 

and I didn’t recognise the 

girl staring back at me in the 

mirror. In 2008 I took part in 

How To Look Good Naked on 

Channel 4 and it completely 

changed my life. I learned to 

love my body again, accept 

my scars and new body 

shape. In 2010 I was diagnosed 

with a recurrence and my body 

when I developed lymphoedema. 

I speak regularly at Breast Cancer 

Care events and hope that sharing 

my story will help others facing 

similar issues. Taking part in 

The Show will be a chance to 

celebrate surviving cancer for a 

second time.

Fashion faux pas: a towelling tracksuit 

with a leopard on the front and batwing sleeves. 

Very 80s!

Alison Keenan, 52   

I’m Alison Keenan and I live in 

Bedfordshire. I was diagnosed 

with breast cancer in January 

2011 and had my surgery, 

chemotherapy and radiotherapy 

in quick succession. I don’t 

think it was until earlier this 

year when I had my second 

mastectomy that I took 

on board what had 

happened. It’s taken 

quite a while to get used 

to my ‘new’ shape, but I feel 

as though last year is behind me, 

and this year is full of promise. 

Having attended The Show for 

many years, it will be wonderful 

to take part and prove to those who 

may currently be going through 

treatment or living with cancer, 

that life will be good again.

Fashion faux pas: a pair of faux 

patent leather pop socks that 

were designed to be worn with 

shoes so they looked like boots, but 

of course they didn’t!

Claire Jordan, 48 

I’m Claire Jordan and I live in 

Epsom, Surrey. I was diagnosed 

with breast cancer in 1995 at 

the age of 31. Like many young 

women it came as a complete 

shock and I remember feeling 

very alone and isolated. I 

didn’t know about Breast 

Cancer Care at the time of 

my treatment and know it 

would have helped me and 

those around me. That’s 

why I have worked with the 

charity as a One-to-One 

Support volunteer for the 

past 13 years helping other 

women. Doing the fashion 

show will be the most 

exciting and nerve racking 

thing I have done and being 17 

years after diagnosis I believe it 

will give hope and inspiration 

to all the women out there. 

Fashion faux pas: I seem to 

remember wearing white 

tights with shoes whilst at 

secondary school!

Deborah Godfrey, 50 

I live in London and am now 50, an 

age I never thought I would reach. 

I was 42 when I was diagnosed 

with breast cancer. The ground 

shifted beneath my feet. My 

greatest fear was that my 

daughter would lose her 

mum at the age of four. 

Modelling in The Show is a 

personal celebration but 

most importantly it enables 

me in a small way to say 

thank you to a fantastic 

charity by helping to raise 

money so that it can continue 

to be a lifeline to so many. 

Fashion faux pas: recently at 

a fancy work do, following a trip 

to the ladies my dress remained 

tucked into my knickers, 

displaying to the 300 guests, 

mostly men, my black lacy 

knickers and stockings. 

Leonie Welss, 41

I live in London and work 

at ThomsonReuters. I was 

diagnosed with breast cancer 

in 2009. This turned my life 

upside down. I went from 

travelling around the world 

to being home bound and 

battling with the daily chores 

of cancer treatment. After 

won and I was able to 

pick up my career again. 

My life has become so 

much richer as I am living 

it fully and appreciate the 

life I have. I applied to model 

because I love fashion and also 

to show other women with a 

similar diagnosis that life can be 

even better after breast cancer. 

I am very excited to be able to 

support this fantastic charity. 

Fashion faux pas: as a teenager 

I wore cycling pants and a petticoat, 

a la Madonna.

Clare Rayner, 37 

I am 37 years old and live in Milton 

Keynes. I was diagnosed with 

primary breast cancer in 2002 

and diagnosed with secondary 

breast cancer in 2009. I 

applied to model as 

my outlook on life is 

a positive one and 

hopefully my attitude 

will rub off on others! I 

am ‘living’ with secondary 

breast cancer and believe that 

being positive really helps you 

lead a happier life. I have just 

had to start a new course of 

chemotherapy but can still live 

a relative normal life. I’m really 

looking forward to walking down 

the catwalk to hopefully inspire 

others in the same situation. 

Fashion faux pas: I once wore a 

slinky dress to a club and the disco 

lights highlighted my underwear. I was so 

embarrassed I sat down for the rest of the night.

Sylvia Maharj, 73 

My name is Sylvia Maharaj. I 

received an OBE this year for my 

work within the community as a 

magistrate. Now I’m retired and 

enjoy the work I do for Breast 

Cancer Care;  hosting 

Strawberry Teas and 

assisting in seminars. I was 

diagnosed in 1995 and 

was so disappointed that 

I was not encouraged 

to have the ‘op’ until my 

me. I am so glad I did it as the 

support from Breast Cancer 

Care was brilliant and I’m so 

grateful to those who helped me. 

I was so excited to be asked to 

be a model as nothing is more 

satisfying than showing and 

telling others that you can be very 

proud of yourself and your body 

despite an experience of 

breast cancer.

Sarah Turner, 38 

My name is Sarah and I live in 

Leicestershire. I was diagnosed 

with breast cancer in 2010. It was 

a devastating and shocking blow 

particularly as we were still 

celebrating the birth of 

only three months 

old. I had eight 

months of exhausting 

treatment which took 

its toll physically and 

mentally. However, I was 

determined to stay positive, 

win. Two years on and I am 

a different person to who I 

and take nothing for 

granted. I am honoured 

to model in The Show, 

and prove that cancer 

doesn’t mean an end, 

treat it as a beginning. 

Fashion faux pas: leg warmers, spiky 

hair and ear muffs when I was about 13! 

Andrea Hull, 44

I was diagnosed with breast 

cancer in November 2010. I felt 

bombarded with information 

but there is only one word I 

remember - aggressive. 

They needed to start a 

course of chemotherapy 

immediately, then perform 

weeks of radiotherapy. 

Chemotherapy was the 

worst, I reacted badly and 

was very ill but I prayed for 

God to give me the strength 

to get to the other side and 

have victory over this horrible 

disease. The love and support 

of my family was absolutely 

invaluable. I attended The Show 

in 2011 and was blown away by 

the inspirational stories of survival. 

I have always secretly wanted to 

be in a fashion show and my sisters 

encouraged me to enter. 

Fashion faux pas: when I was 15 I sported a rather 

embarrassing curly perm that was all 

the rage!

Lily Hollingsworth, 68 

My name is Lily Hollingsworth, 

I live in a small village in 

Worcestershire. I’m 68 but 

still think I’m 21. Having nine 

grandchildren tends to 

keep me young. I was 

diagnosed with breast 

cancer in May 2001 

(which was a bit of 

a shock) but having 

a positive attitude I 

just decided to get on with 

it. I had a mastectomy 

and six months of 

chemotherapy followed by 

a reconstruction (which I 

must say it was one of the 

best decisions I have ever 

made). It certainly boosts 

you feel like a woman again. 

I decided to apply to be a 

model to show other people that 

life goes on after breast cancer and sometimes it 

can even be a better one. 

Fashion faux pas: an Andy Pandy all-in-one. 

Susan Cliff, 51  

Hi, I’m Susan Cliff, I live in North 

Yorkshire and have two lovely 

children, one with has special 

needs. I was diagnosed with 

breast cancer in April 2010 

which stopped me in my 

tracks. The hardest part for 

me was the realisation that I 

could no longer be a carer; 

rather I would need care. 

At times I felt very alone 

but met some wonderful 

people who inspired and 

supported me throughout 

what I can only describe 

as a rollercoaster journey. I 

was delighted to be chosen to 

model at The Show - it is such 

an important event and I hope it 

inspires others that you can get 

your life back. It’s never the same 

– but mine’s better than before! 

Fashion faux pas: 

purple woolly waistcoat I had 

when I was 12.


